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The PRAYER, 


Lmighty God, to whom all Hearts be open, all deſires known, and 

ſrom whom no Secrets are hid; who haſt promiſed, that when two or 

three arc gathered together in thy Name, thou wilt grant their Requeſt ; ws 
moſt humbly beſeech thee, for all forts and conditions of Men, More parti- 
cularly, we preſume to call upon thee for this our Society. Grant us thy 
grace to pay a proper regard to thoſe ſolemn obligations into which we en- 
tered in thy holy name that we may ſincerely devote ourſelves to thy ſer- 


vice, may live in Brotherly Love and Charity—and in every remaining 
ſtep of our Condutt through Life, may do Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk 


humbly before thee—lſo that at the laſt, an Entrance may be adminiſtered 
unto us into thy everlaſting Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in 


whoſc moſt pevarling Name, and comprehenſive Words, we further cal! 


upon thee; ſaying, Our Father, Sr. Amen, 


St. Matthew, chap. v. and part of ver. 16. 


Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
may fee your good Works, 


O a Society, the Inſtitution and firſt 
Principles of which recommend and 
eijoin the conſtant practice of every 
moral and ſocial virtue, how can I addreſs 
myſelf more properlv than in the words of my 
Text, © Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 
* that they may ſee your good works.” —En- 
1 A deavour 


„ 
deavour to diſtinguiſh yourſelves by the purity 
of your Lives, and the ſimplicity of your man- 
ners—act up to the ſolemn engagements into 
which ye have entered—and when men {hall 
ſee your good works—your virtuous, laudable, 
and exemplary conduct, it will naturally in- 


pie them with a good opinion of the Profeſ- 
ſon, 


It is indeed true, that whoever pays a due 
regard to the pure dictates of nature, and rea- 
ſon, though he may not have any connection 
with our Society, will ſoon be convinced of 
the neceſſity of practiſing the virtues of juſtice, 
truth, benevolence, and brotherly kindneſs, 
for the promotion, and preſervation of human 


happanels. 


And our holy religion lays us under ſtill 


greater obligations to a faithful diſcharge of 


theſe duties. Yet to have theſe points perpe- 


tually 
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tually in view as the profeſſed and avowed ob- 
jets of our Society, muſt be allowed to be a 
very powerful recommendation of it to the 
notice of mankind. 


There perhaps never was any Inſtitution, 
buman, or divine, which hath not, upon one 
accou:t or another been the object of cenſure. 
1 here is no wonder, then, if Free Maſonry 
hath come in for it's ſhare amongſt the reſt. 


ne nature and chief aim of our aſſociation, 
if duly attended to, will naturally promote the 
exerciſe of every public and private virtue. 
Nevertheleſs, there are but too many who 
proleis themſelves members of it, that make 
no {cruple to act in direct oppoſition to its ex- 
cellent rules. 


This hath been no unfrequent inducement 
to the world to cenſure aud vilily the inſlitu— 
f tien. 


„ 
tion. And although, in reality, it deſerves the 
higheſt encomiums, yet it hath met with much 
calumny, ſlander, and detraction. 


Notwithſtanding all this, being founded up- 
on the firm, and ſolid baſis of virtue, and 
truth, it hath continued unſhaken by the moſt 
violent overflowings of perſecution and op- 
preſſion---unmoved by the provokings of un- 
reaſonable men- unruffled amidſt the ſtrife of 
ſpiteful and malicious tongues. 


In the further proſecution of my ſubject, it 
may neither be an uſeleſs, nor an unedifying 
attempt, if J endeavour to point out the na- 
ture, and excellence of Free Maſonry ; from 
whence an adequate judgment may be formed, 
how far it merits the approbation and patron- 
age of the world. 


And I enter upon the ſubject the more 
chear- 


f 
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chearfully, and readily, as the occaſion of our 


preſent meeting gives me an opportunity of 
addreſſing myſelf to ſo numerous, and polite 
an audience. | 


I ſhall therefore endeavour to give you 
every information in my power, as far as 1s 
conſiſtent with the engagements I have enter- 
ed into. 


And, firſt, Maſonry may be conſidered un- 
der two heads, viz. Operative, and Specu- 
lative. Operative Maſonry, or Architecture, 1s 


that ſcience which is exerciſed in erecting 
buildings for the different uſes of civil life 


whether for convenience, ornament, or de- 
fence. It enables the Artiſt to arrange his 
materials in ſuch due proportion, ſymmetry, 
and order, as to give ſtrength, beauty, and 
elegance to the whole. 


* B Speculative 
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Sheculative Maſonry, is that which more im- 


mediately relates to our Society. This in- 
ſtructs us to employ ourſelves in the liberal 


arts and ſciences. It is ſo far connected with 
relsgion, as to point out to us the obligations 
we are under to offer up that huinble tribute 
of homage and .reverence to Almighty Gop, 


which 1s always due from a creature to its 
Creator. 


It inſpires us with the moſt exalted ideas of 
the attributes and perfections of the Deity--- 


and leads us to contemplate the wonderful 
works of nature with delight and veneration. 
It teaches us to ſubdue, and reſtrain our pal- 
_ tons within due bounds---to keep them ſub- 
ſervient to the ſovereign faculty of reaſon--- 
to act upon the ſquare in all our commerce 
with the world---and to ſtudy to conduct our- 
ſelves thro' this vale of miſery, error, and un- 


certainty, 


oa 

certainty, in the moſt uſeful and inoffenſive 
manner we poſſibly can. And further, it in- 
culcates the principles of difintereſted friend- 
ſhip, benevolence and charity. It directs us 
in a very ſolemn manner to cultivate brotherly 
love and charity—to perſevere in well-doing--- 
and to endeavour to adorn our minds by every 
moral and manly accompliſhment. A ſincere 
and cordial friendſhip cements us together in 
a firm and cloſe union. A cool indifferent 
demeanour finds no admittance into our meet- 
ings.---On the contrary, humility and reſpect, 
condeſcenſion, and affability prevail through- 
out. 


We carefully exclude all rancour, petu- 
lance and ill-nature, and encourage the prac- 
tice of every endearing virtue, which un- 
doubtedly hath a direct tendency to preſerve 

| and 


EF 
and ſtrengthen the bonds of friendſhip, as well 


as to promote mutual eſteem and reſpect. 


Being free from the leaſt ſuſpicion of any 
injurious, fraudulent, or malicious deſigns, we 
converle together with the moſt unbounded 


confidence. 


In ſhort, the pure genuine principles of 
Speculative Maſonry expand the minds of 


men, and recommend every benevolent affec- 
tion by which mankind are united in the ſa- 


cred bonds of Friendſhip. 


It's Precepts, if duly attended to, would 
cradicate every little, narrow, ſelfiſh paſſion ; 
and, inſtead thereof, would implant the moſt 
diſintereſted notions, the moſt generous ſen- 
timents. 


Now, from this ſhort ſketch of the nature 
of our inſtitution, who doth not ſee that it 


very 
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very juſtly merits the patronage and approba- 
tion of every wite and good man. 


It perhaps may here be objeſted, If the pre- 
cepts of Maſonry be fo excellent in their na- 
ture, why are not Maſons more exemplary i in 
their coꝛiduct through life? 


To which I anſwer, that, tho' the beſt prin- 
ciples are inculcated, yet it ſometimes happens, 
thro' perverſeneſs, folly, and inconiideration, 
that men are unwilling to be guided, and di- 


rected by them. 


And indeed, when we conſider the vaſt 
number of individuals which form our Socie— 
ties—whole genius and dilpoſitions are as dif- 
ferent as their faces, it cannot afford much 
matter for wonder or urpriſe, if men of this 
ſtamp are ſometimes to be found amonglt us. 


St 
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But it is far from being an equitable pro- 
ceeding—and is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the Laws of Candour, and fairneſs, to cenſure 


the whole Body, on account of the delinquen- 
cies of a few of its Members. 


Though unworthy men may gain admiſſion 
into our Fraternity, yet I beg leave to 
declare, © That whoever addicts himſelf to 
vice, and immorality, is no Free Maſon, 
% whatever his pretenſions may be.” The 
commiſſion of a baſe, diſhonourable action, is 
inconſiſtent with our principles. The chief 
deſign and intention of our meetings is to pro- 
mote our improvement in virtue and know- 
ledge---and to extend our ſphere of uſefulneſs 


to all men, but more particularly to the Bro- 
therhood. 


However, it ſometimes happens, as I have 
already oblerved, that men, either through 
folly 


1 
folly or perverſeneſs, do violate the laws of 
the Society. And when this is the caſe, we 
uſe every proper method to reclaim them ; 


but if that is found impracticable, we expel 
them our Societies. 


From what hath been ſaid, a very clear Idea 
may be formed of the nature of our Society, 
and what ſort of conduct may fairly, and rea- 
ſonably be expected from every Member of it. 


1 ſhall, therefore, paſs on to ſay a few words 
relative to the Secrets of Malonry. 


Theſe have furniſhed out a very copious 
topic for converſation to the world, and va- 


rious, and abſurd have been the conjectures of 
mankind about them. I have heard, with won- 
der and aſtoniſhment, more than once, men 
of acknowledged good ſenſe, expreſs them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves upon this ſubject, in a manner truly ri- 
diculous. | 


One concludes, that the Secrets of our Or- 
der conſiſts of ſomething baſe and wicked ; 
and this he peremptorily aſſigns, as the reaſon 
why we conceal them from the world with ſo 
much care. Another, with equal confidence, 
and abſurdity, pretends to diſcover, that the 
Grand Secret is, That we have no Secret at 
« all.” 


Now, while men will thus preſume to give 
their opinions about things with which they 
are utterly unacquainted, no wonder if they 
make concluſions equally remote from good 
ſenſe and truth, 


That we are poſſeſſed of Secrets, I can con- 
ſcientiouſly appeal to every Brother here pre- 
ſent.-----vecrets of the utmoſt importance to 

our 
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our Fraternity. Secrets by which we can 
diſcover a Free Maſon in any quarter of the 
globe, notwithſtanding the difference of Lan- 
guages, cuſtoms, and manners of the countries 
to which we may ſeverally belong. 


By means of theſe, where-ever we may be 
diſperſed, or however diſtreſſed, we can know, 
or make ourſelves known to a Brother, who 
will pity our calamities—and will readily ex- 
tend the hand of Bounty to us, to the utmoſt 
of his power. 


Perhaps it may here be aſked, If the know- 
ledge of theſe Secrets be ſo very advantage- 
* ous to the poſſeſſors of them, why are they 
e not divulged to the world for the general 
good of Society?“ 


Now, in anſwer to this queſtion, I beg leave 
to affirm, that, if the Myſteries of Free Maſonry 


* D were 


( 14 ) 
were once revealed to the world, the inſtitution 
would inevitably be deſiroyed——we ſhould 
want a Criterion to diſtinguiſh between a real 
and a counterfeit Brother, arid a door would 


be opened for perpetual error, and impoſition. 


The knowledge of thefe Myſteries, 1s the 
only true characteriſtic of our being Malons— 
the only teſtimonial that can recommend us 


to the care and protection of one another. 


This is the reaſon, and a very cogent one 
too, in my opinion, why the Fraternity have 
uſed the utmoſt care and circumſpection to 
conceal them from the world -having wrap- 
ped them up in various alluſions, allegories, 
and diſguiſes, which cannot be developed 
even by thoſe who are admitted into the So- 
ciety, without good education, great ſagacity, 
and intenſe ſtudy and application, It is, with- 


Out 
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out doubt, owing to the great difficulty of ac- 
quiring a knowledge of the Myiteries of Free 
Maſonry, that they have been fo impenetrably 
preſerved from the reit of mankind. 


Having NOW given VO'l me general ont. 
lines of the nature, an utility ot 17 Society 


I ſhall conclude with a fe eshortations to the 
Brotherhood. 


And, fir}, Since we are Members of a So- 
ciety, whole precepts and principles are of ſuch 
an excellent nature, as to require out attention 
to the practice of every virtue attainable in this 
life, How ought we to let our lighit ſhine be- 
* lore men, that, inſtead of vilifying and cen- 
* luring us, they may ſee, and reſpett us ſor 
* our good works.“ 


As the reputation of the Fraternity may ſuf- 
fer irreparable injury, from the follics and irre- 


gulat ities 
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gularities of an individual, this ought to be a 
very powerful motive to excite us to lead a 
holy, pure, and unblemiſhed life, which will 
be found the only effectual method to ſilence 
the tongue of obloquy and detraction. 


As we put on white gloves and aprons, as 
badges of innocence, may it be our chief care 
to keep ourſelves unſpotted from the world— 
and always preſerve our conſciences void of 
offence towards God, and towards man. All 
our Ornaments and Jewels are ſo many hiero- 
glyphical ſymbols of virtue and integrity : Let 
theſe, therefore, be our conſtant Monitors, that 
they may guide our feet into the paths of pu- 
rity, and peace. 


Before I conclude, I beg leave to congratu- 
late you, who are Brethren of * St. GzoRGE's 
LoDGcg, 


» Conſtituted in 1780, 


B 


LoDcex, upon your having enrolled your names 
in our ancient and honourable Society. 


If you purſue that Line of Conduct which 
Free Maſonry points out to you, there 1s no 
doubt but, in ſo very reſpectable a Town as Thes, 
you will meet with that Encouragement and 
Eſteem to which a virtuous upright Character 
is always entitled, 


Permit me, therefore, to recommend to you, 
a cloſe and ſteady attention to the Rules and 
Precepts of the inſtitution, and a ſtrict Regard 
to the ſolemn Obligation which you have 
taken upon yourſelves. Thus, ſhall ye give 
the world a convincing proof, that a good 
Maſon, and a good Man, are ſynonimous 
terms, 
It 1s the duty of every true, and faithful 
Brother, to perſevere in well-doing with unre- 
F E mitting 
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mitting ardor—to endeavour to ſtrengthen and 
derive honour, and reſpect to our Aſſociations, 
by a conſtant and uniform diſcharge of every 
relative and ſocial duty, ſuitably to our ſeveral 
ſtations, and relations in life—as loyal and 
good ſubjetts;—tender and affectionate parents; 
—faithful and loving huſbands ;—dutiful and 
obedient children ;---ſteady and ſincere friends. 
Thus, ſhall we bring honour, dignity, and 
luſtre to our Lodges, which being founded 
upon the impregnable rock of integrity, truth, 
and benevolence, ſhall continue firm, and 
unſhaken, * until the great Globe itſelf, yea, 
„ all which it inherit, ſhall diſſolve ; and, like 
the baleleſs fabric of a viſion, leave not a 
« wreck behind.” 
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Mr. North, Do. 

Mr. Tho. Naylor, Sheffield 2 
O 

M R. Joſeph Oldfield, York 
P 

ME. Playter, Do. 

Mr. peckitt, Do. 
William Paul, Eſq; 
Mr. Percivell, Vork 
Mr. Peter Preſton, Do. 
W. Pigot, Eſq; Doncaiter 5 
10 
2 


| 


Rev. Mr. Pierion 

Mr. Trince of Skeldergate 
Mrs. Priflick, York 

Mr. W. Pearſon, Sheffield 


Mr. Thomas Pryon, do. 
() 


| 3 ; 
IR William St. Quin- 
| tin, Bart. 
Matth. Chitty St. Quintin, Eſq; 


N 


2 
1. 


— — — — 


LIST of SUBSCRIBERS. 


3 
R. Ramſay, junior, 

Beverley 5 
Mr. Rains, Burton 
Mr. John Rigg, Whitby 
Hugh Robinſon, Eſq; York 
Rev. Mr. Robinſon 
Mr. Romans, Do. 
Mr. Rodewell, Do. 


Mr. Henry Rowland, Whitby 


Mr. Ricbardſon 

Mr. Rutherford 

Mr. Rale ) 

Rev. Dudley Rockett 


Mr. Benjamin Roebuck, 
jun. Sheitield 

Mr. Samuel Robinſon, do. 

Mr. John Ritz, do. 

Mr. Dollitte Kolliſſon, do. 


8 


M. Sanderſon, York 
Mr. T. Sanderſon, Don: 

Mr. Saunders, Vork 

Maſter Saunders, Do. 

Mr. Sawyer, Do. 

Mr. Johu Sawger, Do. 

Mr. C. Seavers, Do. 

Mr. Simpſon, Whitby 


Mr. Spencer, M. == 5 | 


P-B-P:0© Mt: 
Mr. Smith, York 
Mr. Sleffer, Leeds 
Mr. James Smith, Do. 


Rev. Mr. Scott, Doncaſter 5 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. Stott, Mancheſter 2 
Maſter Smith, York 

Mr. George Smith, Do. 

Mr. Smithſon, Do. 

Mr. William Smith, Do. 2 
Mr. Alderman Stavely, Don. 2 


| Mr. Stavely, York 


Mr. John Spencer 


2 | Mr. William Henry Spencer 
| Mr. R. Shepherd 

| Mr. Sotheran, York 

| Mr. Spooner, Do. 


Mr. Swann, P. G. T. 10 


e W. Steventon, Eſq; Donc. 10 
Mr. George Ruſſell, P. G. S. 2 | Mr. Silverſides, Hull 
| Sir George Strickland, Bart. 
I Mr. Swinbank, York 


nN 
— 


Mr. Southern, Hull 
| Mr. S. Staniforth, Sheffield 
Mr. Charles Sanderſon, do. 


Mr. Charles Styring, do. 
Mr. William Styring, do. 
Mr. James Snidall, do. 


| Mr. Robert Swan, do. 
| Mr. Toh Stavely, do. 


| 
| Mr. John Soreſby, do. 
b 


| 


Rev. Mr. Skelton of Brigg 2 
* 

MIR. Thackray, P. G. S. B. e 

Mr. Joſeph Thackray 

Mr. Terry, Caſtle-gate 

Mr. Tireman, York 

Mr. William Thompſon 5 

Mr. Thomas Tireman, jun. 


Mr. R. Thornton, York 2 


Mr. 


* N z 


* 


-. 


bY 
p 
"is 
. 
+ 
29 
$ 
* 
5 


- Samuel Waud, Eſqꝗ; Do. 


LIST of SUBSCRIBERS, 


Mr. Town, York 

Mr. Henry Fodd, Whitby 
Mr. John Thompſon 

Mr. John Terry, York 


Mr. Thornton, Bolton | 


Mr. Francis Thornton, Do. 
Mr, Teſſeyman, Vork 


5 V 
IR Walter Vavalour, 5 74 


Bart P. G. M. 
Mr. Varlow, Vork 
Mr. John Valert, Sheffield. 


W 
M*1 Joun Wallis, York 
r. J. D. Ward, Do. 2 
Mr. wings Watſon, Do. 


Maſter Waud, Do. 2 
Mr. John Ward, Do. 
Mr. Willians, Do. 


| 


Mr. Thomas Wilſon, Do, 


Mr. Francis White, Do. 
W. White, M. D. Do. 
Richard Wilſon, Eſq; Do. 
Mr. Woodhouſe, Do. 5 
Mr. Wolley, Do. 
Mr. R. Wright, Do. 
Mr. John Wright, Do. 
Mr. Wolſtenholme, Do. 
- Wyville, Eſq; Do. 10 
Mr. James Walker, Do. 
Rev. Mr. Watkins Coniſbro' 
Mr.Alderman Whitaker, 
Doncatier 5 
Mr. Benj. Withers, Sheffield 
Mr. Joſeph Withers, do. 
Mr. Wm. Woolſencroft, do. 
Mr. John Wainwright, do. 


| Mr. John Wilde, do. 


Mr. Wilſon 
Mr. Wilbor 2 
Mrs. Wilſon 


Rev. Mr. Willan, Do. 3 


*,* Thoſe SUBSCRIBE 


Mr. Walton, Mancheſter 3 


RS, whoſe Names do not ag. 


pear in this LIS T, are deſired to attribute it to their be- 
ing received too late for Inſertion. 


_ 
2 
ane. + . f . 


